
School Narrative
This section allows schools and districts to share highlights, achievements, and other important information about programs, activities, and services that are offered in their 
own words.  If there are questions about the information provided in the narrative section, please contact your school directly.

Highlights:

• Over 12 academic STEAM electives offered. STEAM facility - Thunderbird Think Tank (T3) under construction with
completion date of September 2019.

• MHS was selected 2018 Best High School Silver by US News & World Report ranked 32 out of 422 NJ HS's and
901 nationally out of 21,000 eligible hs's. We improved our rank from 44 to 32 in 2018 in NJ.

• Award winning music, theater, and visual arts programs, as well as NJ State Future Problem Solving Champions.

Mission, Vision,
Theme:

Mahwah, derived from the Lenni Lenape mawewi, is a place where people & paths meet. Mahwah High School is the 
meeting place where various neighborhoods converge as one community. Our mission is to ensure that rigorous and 
relevant curricula will pave the way for challenging & diverse opportunities for all students. Small learning communities 
will be the vehicle through which we pursue our mission by focusing on strong relationships, learning preferences, 
performance levels, and interests.

Awards, Recognition, 
Accomplishments:

Over sixty Mahwah High School students were recognized for their musical achievement through auditions & placement 
in the county, regional, and state groups. The remarkable musical theater production cast of Sound of Music received 
high praise from the school community. The Robotics Team 1672 participated in the local FIRST competition for the 
eleventh year. The Future Problem Solving Team won the NJ Future Problem Solving State Bowl & qualified for the 
Future Problem Solving International Bowl.
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School Narrative

This section allows schools and districts to share highlights, achievements, and other important information about programs, activities, and services that are offered in their 
own words.  If there are questions about the information provided in the narrative section, please contact your school directly.

Courses, Curriculum, 
Instruction:

S.T.E.M. courses include: Computer Programming/Design, Interior & Structural Design using AutoCAD, Advanced 
Interior & Structural Design, Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles, Computer Animation 3-D, Humanoid 
Robotics, AP Computer Science A, Technology and Engineering Principles, Data Structures, Computer Modeling, 
STEAM Capstone Research/Internship, STEAM Design and Research. This year we added several new electives: AP 
Computer Science Principles.

Sports and Athletics:

Sports Offered: Baseball (Boys), Basketball (Boys & Girls), Bowling (Boys & Girls), Cheerleading (Coed), Cross Country 
(Boys & Girls), Diving (Boys & Girls), Football (Coed), Golf (Boys & Girls), Gymnastics (Coed), Ice Hockey (Coed), 
Lacrosse (Boys & Girls), Soccer (Boys & Girls), Softball (Girls), Swimming (Boys & Girls), Tennis (Boys & Girls), Track 
and Field - Spring (Boys & Girls), Track and Field - Winter (Boys & Girls), Volleyball (Girls), Wrestling (Coed)

The Boys and Girls Bowling teams won the Patriot Division Championships. 53 athletes were selected All-league First 
Team, 6 athletes were named All-County First Team Players, and 1 player was named to All State Team. 175 student-
athletes earned Minds in Motion recognition.

Clubs and Activities:

Our extra-curricular activities, musical opportunities, interscholastic athletics, and enrichment programs continue to 
provide students with diverse opportunities for exploring learning experiences and developing their talents. Students are 
extremely active in such programs as athletic teams, volunteer work, community problem solving, environmental projects, 
dramatic productions, academic competitions, school publications, musical competitions, and class activities. Every year, 
over 1000 NJ students audition for All-State Chorus. Of the 350 who are selected for the mixed chorus, only 16 students 
qualify to apply for the Governor's Award. MHS had a top Tenor selected as one of this year's four Governor's Award 
winners. MHS is pleased to announce that a sophomore student has won the designation 2017-2018 NJ TRIG-STAR for 
the state of New Jersey.
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School Narrative
This section allows schools and districts to share highlights, achievements, and other important information about programs, activities, and services that are offered in their 
own words.  If there are questions about the information provided in the narrative section, please contact your school directly.

Before and After 
School Programs:

Mahwah High School offers symphonic band, string orchestra, and choir during zero period prior to the school day to 
avoid conflicts with other academic courses. We offer an SAT preparation course after the formal school day ends for 
interested students during the fall, winter, and spring.

Staff and Professional 
Learning:

Mahwah High School has an outstanding staff of caring and dedicated individuals who go above and beyond the call of 
duty for every student entrusted into their care. Faculty members continue to take courses and workshops to further their 
expertise in content and pedagogy. In-class support teachers & content area teachers have a common dedicated prep 
period scheduled each day. Content area teachers work in professional learning communities to create engaging lessons 
and common assessments.

Postsecondary 
Information:

We are proud to announce that 97.3% of our senior class received diplomas. Over 96.5% of our graduates went on to 
some form of higher education, 83.0% were accepted to four year colleges. The Class of 2018 had 907 college 
acceptances out of 1618 submitted applications. Five Ivy League acceptances included: Brown (1), Cornell (1), 
Dartmouth (1), and University of Pennsylvania (2). 1% of our graduates entered the United States Military. Many of our 
students begin their post-secondary careers having already earned college credit through our partnerships with Ramapo 
College of New Jersey, Farleigh Dickenson University, Seton Hall University, and Bergen Community College.
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School Narrative
This section allows schools and districts to share highlights, achievements, and other important information about programs, activities, and services that are offered in their 
own words.  If there are questions about the information provided in the narrative section, please contact your school directly.

Student Supports and 
Services:

Our guidance department provides a plethora of information through Naviance and Facebook about the college 
admissions process, testing, and related guidance services available to students and parents. In addition, parents and 
students can access all student information via the Realtime Parent and Student Portals. We have Intervention & Referral 
Service Team, full CST team, ESS therapeutic program, and ELL services available to students in need of these 
services.

Student Health and 
Wellness:

We offer a grade 9 student advisory that meets regularly and is designed to build relationships and provide faculty 
advocacy for each student. Advisory groups discuss topics relevant to the high school setting including stress 
management, mindfulness, bullying prevention, study skills, and community service. Students participate in physical 
education every day.

Parent and Community 
Involvement:

Parents and students can access student information including attendance, progress reports, report cards, course 
grades, activities, etc. via the Realtime Parent and Student Portals and mobile apps. The Home School Organization, 
various Boosters clubs, Special Education Parents Advisory Group, Mahwah Schools Foundation, and Mahwah Municipal 
Alliance work collaboratively to support academic and character education initiatives.
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School Narrative
This section allows schools and districts to share highlights, achievements, and other important information about programs, activities, and services that are offered in their 
own words.  If there are questions about the information provided in the narrative section, please contact your school directly.

Facilities:

Our centrally air conditioned high school has a Wi-Fi access point in every classroom which allows us to use over 300 
wireless laptops throughout the building for instructional purposes. Every classroom is equipped with a multimedia 
presentation system that is connected to the Internet. Our media center has a hub of 65 computer workstations that 
students and teachers may utilize before and after school, as well as during lunch and study hall periods.

School Safety: 

MHS prioritizes the safety and wellbeing of students and staff through comprehensive security measures and emergency 
preparedness procedures. Security measures and related plans are updated annually based on best practices as well as 
recommendations from experts in the field including local law enforcement. In addition to prioritizing physical safety, MHS 
prioritizes school safety through school counseling and an array of support services to target and support social, 
emotional, and mental health.
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School Narrative
This section allows schools and districts to share highlights, achievements, and other important information about programs, activities, and services that are offered in their 
own words.  If there are questions about the information provided in the narrative section, please contact your school directly.

Technology and 
STEM:

S.T.E.M. courses include: Computer Programming/Design, Interior & Structural Design using AutoCAD, Advanced Interior 
& Structural Design, Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles, Computer Animation 3-D, Humanoid Robotics, 
AP Computer Science A, Technology and Engineering Principles, Data Structures, Computer Modeling, STEAM Capstone 
Research/Internship, STEAM Design and Research. The FIRST Robotics Club combines the excitement of a varsity sport 
with the rigors of science and technology. Under strict rules, limited resources, and time limits, teams are challenged to 
raise funds, design a team brand, hone teamwork skills, and build and program robots to perform prescribed tasks against 
a field of competitors. It is as close to real-world engineering as a student can get.
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School Narrative
This section allows schools and districts to share highlights, achievements, and other important information about programs, activities, and services that are offered in their 
own words.  If there are questions about the information provided in the narrative section, please contact your school directly.

Other Information:

We are proud to announce that 95.7% of the senior class received diplomas. Over 96.5% of our graduates went on to 
some form of higher education, 83.0% were accepted to four year colleges. The Class of 2018 had 907 college 
acceptances out of 1618 submitted applications. Five Ivy League acceptances included: Brown (1), Cornell (1), 
Dartmouth (1), and University of Pennsylvania (2). One percent of our graduates entered the US Military. Many of our 
students begin their post-secondary careers having already earned college credit through our partnerships with Ramapo 
College, Farleigh Dickenson University, Seton Hall University, and Bergen Community College. Others receive credit by 
scoring well on the Advanced Placement tests. Last year Mahwah High School offered 23 Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses spread over seven major curricular areas. Two-hundred eleven students took four hundred sixty-five AP 
Examinations in 26 subjects. We are proud of our National Merit Scholarship Finalist, 6 National Merit Commended 
Students, 39 Presidential Education Recipients, 70 Seal of Bi-literacy candidates, 48 members of the NHS, 17 Principal's 
Award Recipients, 7 Platinum Thunderbird Scholars (all grades in all courses were greater than 90% for all four years at 
MHS), and 6 Presidential Fitness Award Recipients. U.P.S. volunteers help students improve their reading skills with one 
to one assistance in the classroom each week. We continue to participate in a mentoring program with U.P.S. to facilitate 
life skills with at-risk students, both in and out of the classroom environment. Further, we are implementing Effective 
Schools Solutions, a wraparound program for at risk students who require therapeutic and academic support services 
within their home school. The Option Two programs include: Structured Learning Experience, community service, and 
co-curricular activities such as Marching Band, PE through athletic participation, PE off campus, and virtual distance 
learning programs.
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